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Thy Hands: hou: ade. me, and * e: 
"Gi ive mne Ie: that 1 _ A 
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fr find the Royal Pfalmiſt 
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Author of his Being: He had thoroughly 
conſidered the * of a rational 
Creature, and well knew: to what Cauſe this Perfection 


was owing. My Sou, ſays he, knoweth right well that 


God's. Hands have made me, and faſhioned me; that * my 
Subſtance was not bid from Him, when I was made in e- 


cret, and curiouſly. wrought in the loweſt Parts of the 
Earth: And he was reſolved: to praiſe Him, becauſe he 
was fearfully and wander fully made. He did not think it 


barely ſufficient to own that God was his Maker, but 


Obligations, and that he ought to endeavour at-a proper 
Return; and. rightly judged, that as he did not make 


+. Pſal. .cxxxix. . 18. 


templating his Origin, and breaking out 
into proper Acknowledgments, to the great 
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concluded he muſt upon this Account be liable to many 


himſelf, he ſhould not follow his own Will, but be 
guided by the Directions of Him, in whom he lived, and 
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7 men, and had his Being. He therefore deſires he may 
be informed of his Duty, and prays to God to give him 
Underſtanding, that he may learn his Commandments. 


This is the perfection of al Wiſdom; and our Study 
and Inquiries will be vain and uſeleſs, unleſs directed 
to this very End. The more We look into the Works 
of the Creation," the more ſhall w be convinced of the 
Obligation Man lies under to promote the Glory of his 
Maker, by ſtudying to find out His Will, and ſincerely 
endeavouring to practiſe ſuch Laws of Reaſon and Vir- 
tue, as rational Natures: are e by Him' made ſubject unto. 


They who have molt minutely S into the ex- 
quiſite Contrivance and the wonderful Wiſdom manifeſt- 
ed in the Make and Conſtitution of Man, and by 
their Labours in this Way have been enabled to demon- 
ſtrate unto others the Benefit reſulting from the par- 
ticular Structure of a human Body, above any other 
we could conceive it to be formed in, have certainly been 
of great Uſe to Religion, have highly contributed 
to the Advantage of the moral World, and have hap- 
pily been the Occaſion of prevailing with many to con- 
fider what Worſhip, what Service of theirs would be 
moſt acceptable to the Almighty*, _ | 

In 
If Natural Philoſophy in all its Parts ſhall at length be perfected, the 
Bounds of moral Philoſophy will be alſo enlarged ; for ſo far as we know by 


Natural Philoſophy what is the Firſt Cauſe, what Power He has over us, and 
what Benefits we receive from Him, ſo far our Duty towards Him, as well 


as 


Royal College of Phyficians. 5 
In order then that what David prayed for may be 
the earneſt Deſire of every one to obtain, and that, from 
a proper Reflection on the infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of the ſupreme: Being, diſplayed ſo viſibly in the va- 
rious Works of the Creation, we may be convinced of 
our Obligation to learn His Laws, and to obſerve His 
Commandments ; it may not be improper, Firſt, to take 
a View of the Nature and Tendency of thoſe Com- 
mandments, he prays to be inſtructed in, and likewiſe 
to ſee what it is which hinders Men from learning 
and obſerving them. And Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, how 
the Conſideration of our being made and faſhioned by 
God will remove theſe Obſtructions; making ſuch Ap- 
plications, as I go along, as may not be unſuitable to the 
F Occaſion. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall take a View of the Nature and Ten- 
dence of thoſe Commandments, which. David here prays 
to be inſtructed in. 


The Divine Commands are of a large Extent; they 
9 every Branch of our Du, pointing out 
what 


as that towards one another, will appear to us by the Light of Nature, And 
no doubt, if the Worſhip of falſe Gods had not blinded the Heathen, their moral 
Philoſophy would have gone farther than to the four Cardinal Virtues, and. 
inſtead of teaching the Tranſmigration of Souls, and to worſhip the Sun and 
Moon and dead Heroes, they would have taught us to worſhip our Author 
and Benefactor, as their Anceſtors did under the Government of Noah and his 


Sons, before they corrupted themſelves. | 5 
| Newrox's Opticks, Page the laſt. 
; "2 
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«what is to 'be done in every Station and Relation of 
Life; they are the certain Rules, by the Obſervation of 
which we may procure Happineſs to ourſelves” here, 
and endieſs and unſpeakable Glory in the World to 
come. The divine Laws are not the Effects of Power, 
nor are they mere arbitrary Conſtitutions: They are wiſe, 
good, and mereifal Appointments, and given folely for our 
Comfort and Advantage: It therefore becomes our pe- 
culiar Intereſt to learn theſe Laws!” and to have, as far 
as we can, a full Knowledge of the Will and Com- 
eee of God, ſinoe by this our Happineſs will 
be improved, and we ſhall enjoy more real Comforts, than 
can ever be obtained by following the Directions of 
our own Minds. In an Affair of this Conſequence every 
Obſtruction ſhould be removed, and every Reflection 
.encouraged that will facilitate our Improvements in this 
Ng Way. N FEY? 


The main Obſtructions to this Work chiefly ſpring 
from too high an Opinion of our own Sufficieney; 
that we are too great to be controuled, or too wiſe to 
want the Directions of any other Being. Whilſt we are 
filled with theſe Notions, we ſhall think and act in an 
improper Manner: Puffed up' with our own Wiſdom, 
we ſhall ſeldom condeſcend to hearken to the Inſtruc- 
tions, or bring ourſelves to ſubmit to the Gui- 
dance of others. This Temper will deprive us of 
much Knowledge, and many uſeful Diſcoveries will by 
this be overlooked and neglected. Seeft thou, ſays 


Solomon, 


13 cullge of e 


a Man wiſe in bis own Conceit, Sore is more 


Solomon, a 
Hope of « Fool than of him. One who is ſenſible of his 
own Ignorance, and perceives his-own Defeats, will be 
ready for Information; whilſt they who are full of 


themſelves are incapable of any Improvements. They 
will upon this Account be inclined to fancy they can 
en, as good Rules of Morality, and can find out as 
roper Ways. of religious Worſhip, / as What God has 
been pleaſed to recommend to the World. Theſe there- 
fore laugh at the Expediency of a divine Revelation; nor 
can they conceive God would ſend any Meſſenger to 
tell the World, what in their Opinion. might as well be 
known without this Information. Men cannot run into 
more dangerous Errors, than what this Diſpoſition na- 
turally leads to: They cannot be in a worſe Situation, 
than to ſet up their own weak Judgment in Oppoſition 
to divine Wiſdom, and in the mid of Light to chuſe to 
walk in the Paths of Darkneſs: Nor can they be guilty 
of a higher Inſtance of Ingratitude, or more provoke the 
Almighty, than thus preſumptuouſly to reject all the 
kind Overtures of Mercy and Forgiveneſs, which i in his 
Name our Saviour tendered to Mankind, 


In this unhappy Caſe nothing can more effectually 
correct their Miſtake, than to call to Remembrance the 
Hand which firſt formed and faſhioned them, and from 
what Fountain their Abilities are derived. The Thoughts 
of this will ſoon convince them, that all this boaſted 
Skull and U nderſtanding i is not of tel; but that God 
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is the ſole Giver of all that Wiſdom and Knowledge they 
ſo unthankfully enjoy, and muſt therefore be allowed to 
frame better Laws, than what human Prudence could 
ever have preſcribed. Self-Intereſt and common Pru- 
dence will then engage us diligently to inquire: what 
Proviſions of this Sort have been made, and what Com- 


mands God has vouchſafed to injoin. But of this in the 
next Place. 


Diverſe are the Ways which God at ſundry Times 
has taken to communicate his Will, and to apprize 
Mankind of their Duty. To the Jews He ſpoke of 
old by His Prophets, and in theſe latter Days hath ſpoken 
to us by His Son. The Gentiles He taught, and ſtill 
teacheth, by the Voice of Nature; laying before them in 
the Works of the Creation, plain and undeniable Evi- 
dence, not only of His Being, but of His Perfections 
alſo. The Beauty and Regularity of this ſtupendous 
Fabrick, and the wonderful Subſerviency of its ſeveral 
Parts to the Uſe and Benefit of Man, the chief Inhabitant 
of it, cannot fail to beget the higheſt Veneration and 
Gratitude for that gracious Being, who firſt formed 
him out of nothing, and hath given him every Conve- 
niency that can make Life comfortable and agreeable' to 
him. The divine Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs do 
here glare ſo viſibly, that many of the conſiderate Hea- 
thens owned, He was not to be accounted a rational Crea- 
ture, that was not moved upon this to make a Sale. 
ful Return, 


The 
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The Apoſtle upon the ſame Principle areaigns. the 
Gentiles, and ſays they were inexcuſable, who, tho they 
had ſuch Means of knowing God, were yet unthankful and 
elorified him not, but followed their own Counſels, 
and ſerved not their Maker, by conforming themſelves to 
His Example, and endeavouring to be perfect in a 
moral Way, as He was ber fect. This is the beſt Way to 
ſhew our Affection, and our Gratitude is moſt effectu- 
ally declared, by being pure and holy ourſelves, hu- 
mane and beneficent to others, and by doing them all 
the good and friendly Offices, we are capable to perform. 
Whilſt we imitate this heavenly Pattern; whilſt we prac- 
tiſe theſe moral Virtues in Conformity to His Example, 
and in Obedience to His Will; we give the trueſt Te- 
ſtimony of our Senſe of the divine Perfections, we by 
this offer the higheſt Praiſe, and moſt effectually glorify 
our Father which 7s in Heaven. | 


As the Prophet declares God made Man for his own 
 Glry, being a ſingular Demonſtration of His tranſcen- 5 
dent Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs; that Perſon is cer- 
tainly unworthy, nay groſly guilty of a criminal Abuſe 
of theſe Favours, who does not by. the whole. Tenor 
of his Behaviour anſwer this great End of his Creation, 
and, by an uniform Obedience to the Commands of his 
Maker, teſtify his Affection and Gratitude to ſo gene- 
rous a Benefactor. He that loueth God, ſays St. John, 
will keep His Commandments; and again, This is Love, and 
"IM may 


8 _ÞA Sermon prrached before the 
I may add Honour too, if ye keep: His Commandments, 
And no Motives could be wanted to raiſe our Affection, 
and engage our Obedience, would we but look up to 
the Hand which firſt formed us, and-hath fince ſuſtained 
us by His daily Care. 


A Frame ſo curiouſly wrought, and ennobled with ſuch. 
| ſuperior Endowments, not only beſpeaks our ſincereſt 
Acknowledgements, but likewiſe lays the ſtrongeſt Ob- 
gation to preſerve it in ſuch a ſound and healthy State, 
as may enable it to anſwer the Deſign of its firſt Forma- 
tion, and be inſtrumental to the Advancement of the 
Glory of the great Author of it. It therefore in this 
View becomes a Duty, not only to avoid and guard againſt” 
whatever may weaken its Strength, and impair its Facul- 
ties, but likewiſe gladly to lay hold of ſuch Aſſiſtance, as: 
Experience has found to be adapted to the Removal of 
ſuch Diſorders, it may at any Time be expoſed unto. 


The Mineral, the Vegetable, and Animal Kin gdoms: 
| have all been fearched, and their Virtues explored. 
And God has given many Skill to find out their Uſes, 
and to apply them to the Benefit of Man in Healing his. 
Diſeaſes, and in giving Eaſe to his bodily Complaints. 
The Son of Syrach * very piouſly and very juſtly enu- 
merates this amongſt the many Inſtances of the Kind- 
neſs of Heaven. And next to Creation itſelf, the Pre- 
ſervation and Reſtoration of Health, which by theſe 
Means is Irequenitly effected, deſerves to be acknow- 
lodged 

® Fccluf, hi. 
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ledged: as an ineſtimable Benefaction. The Lord, ſays 
he, hath created Medicines out of the Earth, and he that 
is wiſe will not abbor them. He + hath given Man Skill, 
that he might be honoured in his marvellous Works, by 
which he doth heal ** and take away their Parns. 


3 Phyſician, od Providence, is the W 

of much good, and may very properly be looked upon 
as eſpecially appointed by God to be the Diſpenſer of 
his Bleſſings in this ſalutary Way. — And his Inference 
is very juſt, That we ought to Honour them who are di- 
ſtinguiſhed with this uſeful Knowledge, and whoſe Labour 
and Care is employed in carrying on ſo beneficial a 
WOK. 


Healing bodily Infirmities, and * curing all manner of 
Sickneſs and all manner of Diſeaſes amongſt the People, 
was one Part of the Employment of our Saviour. Mira- 
culous Powers are not now intruſted with any one— 
Human Means and natural Agents are, with a divine Bleſſ- 
ing what we muſt have recourſe to; but, without the 
Aſſiſtance of Heaven, the moſt extenſive Skill, the moſt 
approved Remedies will avail us nothing. Some may 
vainly rely upon their own Knowledge, and may think 
from the Principles of Philoſophy, and from natural 
Cauſes, they can account for whatever happens of this 
Sort, without the Aid and Aſſiſtance of a ſpecial Pro- 
vidence. But let it be conſidered, that God, who made 
C all 


* Matt. iy 
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all Things, is never diveſted of any Part of his Authority®, 
but has reſerved all the Powers of Nature under his 
immediate Command, to bring about his Deſigns, not 
only in the Management of the World in general, but 
in the minute and ſmaller Parts of it; inſomuch that our 
Saviour ſays, God feedeth the very Fouls of the Air, and 
not + @ Sparrow falleth to the Ground without b1s Per- 


miſſion. 


Events of all Sorts are brought about by Him by the 
Subſerviency of ſecond Cauſes, Theſe are Inſtruments 
in his Hands, and are Inſtruments of his own Appoint- 
ment; they are continually preſerved by Him, and nei- 
ther- exiſt nor operate one Moment, but by Influence 
and Action derived from Him. And the Apoſtle to the 


Hebrews ſays, God not only firſi made the World, but -4 | 
holdeth all Things by the Word of his Power. 


God is therefore firſt to be applied to; His Aſſiſtance is 
to be implored: And we ought earneſtly to intreat the 
Father of Mercies, and the God of all Comfort, to give Suc- 
ceſs to ſuch natural Means, as are directed to the Cure of 
our Sickneſs, or the Softening of our Pains. And + we 
ought to acknowledge Him in all our Ways, and in all our 
Proceedings; ſeeing He can fave by many 'Things or by 
few, n. frequently what is moſt unpromiſing to 


Jul 


Ens, utcunque GUT EY fine Dominio non eſt Dominus Deus. Deus fine 
Dominio, 8 et Cauſis finalibus, nil aliud eſt quam Fatum. 
5 Nzwronx's Princip. Mat, Schol. gen. p. 482. 
+ Mat. x. 29. x: (2 MEE 
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fog * his Orders, and to execute his Pleaſure. Was the 
Courſe of Nature, or ſecond Cauſes, independent on Pro- 
vidence, this Admonition would not be ſo proper: But, 
as theſe are nothing more than Inftruments employed 
by Him to bring about his Purpoſes, we can then no 
longer aſk, with the atheiſtical Libertine, Who is the 


Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve Him? or what Profit Hall 
we have, FI pray unto Him wo 


The Son of en gives * ſame Advice: In thy * 
Sickneſs be not negligent, but pray unto the Lord, and He 
will male thee whole. Leave of from Sin, and order thy 
Hands aright, and cleanſe thy Heart from all Iniguity; 
then give Place to the Phyſician; for the Lord hath created 
him: And there is @ Tame when in their Hands there is 
good Succeſs. And they, in an humble Dependence upon 
God, are exhorted to pray unto Him, that He would 
proſper that which they give for Euſe, and Remedy to pro- 
Jong Life. Nat to apply to Him in theſe Circumſtances, : 
is a criminal Omiſſion of Duty on both Sides; it is a 
manifeſt Denial of His Power to help us; it is a with- 
drawing the World from under His Government; it is, 
in Effect, a bidding N WAITE from us, and a Declara- 
tion that we deſire any ——— of His Ways. 


Sickneſs in many Caſes is the Cqkiſinzubnce! of Sin, 
and is kindly ſent to bring Men to a Senſe of their 
__ . evil 


* Pal. 148. 
+ Ecclus, xxviii. 9; 10. 
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evil Courſes, and to reclaim them from the Error of 
their Ways. In the Scripture, the Forgiving of Sin, and 
the Curing. of the Diſeaſe, are Expreſſions of the ſame 
Importx. And the Queſtion put to our Saviour, in Re- 
gard to the Man that was born blind, + Who did Sin? 
this Man or bis Parents? is founded on this Suppoſition, 
And St. Paul tells the Corinthians, that for their Crimes 
many among ſi them were by Gad: afflicted with Diſeaſes, 
were fick and weak, and . were —_ ſeep. 


11511 


Ifthen Diſeaſes are thus ante Aenne of God, 
can it be doubted whether He is concerned or not in the 
Removal of them? Or ſhall He, who firſt ſet the Heart 
a beating, be ſuppoſed to have no Regard to its future 
Motions? Or fhall we under any Infirmity think it ſuf- 
cient to follow the Advice of an earthly, and not believe 
it of any Service to conform to the Directions of our 
heavenly Phyſician ?- It is our Duty to obſerve both. 
And it concerns us much fincerely to lament our 
Sins, and beg God's Pardon for our. paſt Tranſgreſſions, 

and reſolve for the future 70-ceaſe to do Evil, and learn 
to do Good: Then may we have a well- grounded Hope, 
that He will be gractouſly pleaſed to ſecond ſuch Endea- 
vours, as are uſed for the Reſtoration of our Health, 
and that He will hear & in Heaven the Supplications that 
are made to Him 9 his e Creatures upon * 
92 Let 
*. Mat. ix. 5, 6. 
+ John ix. 
§ 1 Kings viii. 


Boa a f en, "4 13 


| Let us not then fink — our Sickneſs, or faint 
when Grievances of this Kind fall heavy upon us. 
But let us, with good Hezekiab, by Prayer and Supplica- 
tion make our Application to Him, who is the Lifter-up 
of our Head, the Health of our Countenance, * our God. 


71 6 Nie 


And - let us not amr to have Recourſe to fuck Na- 
tural Methods, as He out of His abundant Goodneſs 
has diſcovered to be moſt conducive to our Recovery: 
And let us commit ourſelves to their Skill and Ma- 
nagement, whoſe Inquiries have led them into an Ac- 
quaintance with the Virtues of ſuch Things as God 
has ordained to be His Inſtruments in "_ Hand to con- 
"ſy theſe men MT 105.405 
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Vader (ble Chis Jet us place: ourſelves, with the com- 
fortable Aſſurance, that no Skill, no Tenderneſs will be 
wanting, Medicine, and the proper Uſe and Application 
of it, was never ſo thoroughly underſtood. The Circuit 
of natural Knowledge has of late been far extended be- 
yond the antient Bounds, by the well. directed Studies 

ä -+ el vu ene x iv 2H f 


* Keel. vii. 

+ Ita, cum verbo ſolo poterat, maluit Omnipotens AE LEE naturalium 
efficientia morbum hunc depellere. Quo certe docemur in rebus adverſis, 
adjunctis ad Deum precibus ut incepta ſecundet, uſum illorum, quæ beneficus. 
nobis indulfit non negligere. Mzap de Morbis Sacris, de Ezekiæ oy p 32. 

5 Ile, ut depoſiti proferret fata parentis, 
Seire poteſtates herbarum uſumque medendi 
Maluitg Vic. Eneid xii. v. 396. 
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of private Perſons, and the joint Undertakings of Societies 
formed for the Advancement of this and every other uſe. 
ful Art and Science.—And never ſo laudable a Spirit of 
Humanity and Compaſſion for the Pains and Suffering: 
of their diſtreſſed Fellow - Creatures exerted "Heh, as in 
the Age we live in. The Number of Places of late 
erected for the Reception of the Poor, the Sick and In- 
firm, —and the chearful, ready, and generous Attendance 
daily given by the Perſons before whom 1 am ſpeaking, 
reflects real Honour to the Profeffion, and demands our 
Eſteem, and, in the Words of the Son of Syrach, inti- 
tles them to be bad in the Admiration of all Men; and! 
may add, is a more unerring Mark of being true Diſciples 
of the Holy Jeſus, whoſe Religion is Sounded on Love 
and brotherly Affection, than the formal Oblervance of 
external Rites and Ceremonies, the loudeſt Boaſt of Faith, 


and the frequent crying, Lord, Lord, thou Enoc˙ all 
Things, Auen wy that I hve thee. 


I was Eyes to the Blind, * fays Job, and Feet was I to 
the Lame — ! wept for him that was in Pain and Trouble 
My Soul grieved for the Poor and Wretched—is an amiable 
Character, and is juſtly merited by them who lay out 
their Talents in giving Relief and Aſſiſtance to poor 


Mortals, agonizing under every Species of Diſtreſs human 
Nature can n be conceived to groan under. 


Theſe 


* Job. xxix. 15, 13. 
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Theſe beneficent Works go not without even a MPs 146 
Reward. The Tranſports of him who by Want or Sickneſs 
was ready to periſh, and, upon his being reſtored to the 
Uſe of his Eyes or Limbs, leaps ike 4 Hart, will come upon 
their Souls, and fill them with Tranſports too big to be 
deſcribed, and felt only by them who, under Providence; 
have been the happy Occaſion of turning their Sor row 
into Gladneſs, and their Mourning into Fo or 


And if Applauſe and Approbation of others will [bring 
any additional Satisfaction, the Ears which hear of theſe 
Labours of Love will riſe up and bleſs them, * and the Eye 
which ſees them will er Wi neſs fo en 8 


* 


But this is only a ſmall Earneſt of that more ample 
Return they will meet with hereafter: For the Time will 
come, when the preſent Scene of Things will be with- 
drawn, and the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away. When 
all the proud Monuments of Fame, Honour, and earthly 
Diſtinctions ſhall lie buried in the ſad Ruins of that Day; 
Works of Mercy and Humanity will Big Defiance to that 
Deſolation, and the Memorial of thei will ſtill ſurvive 
and flouriſh, and will de had in everlaſting Remembrance. 


15 "7g 


And when the laſt T e ſhall awake the Dead, 

and all ſhall ariſe and ſtand up before Chriſt's Tribunal; 

when their paſt Behaviour will be thoroughly examined, 
and 


Job xxix. 11. 
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nad .the Worth. of N e e weighed; 
the Freding + the Hungry, Chathing the Nated, and V ling 
the Sick, will then be conſidered by our Saviour as good 


„ 


Offices done to "Himſelf ; and they will aſſuredly be 
rewarded by Him with an Inheritance of endleſs. and un- 
Jheakable Glory, prepared for them Y the Pattyr, from the 
Foundation of the World. eg 


S-3 . 


+ Matt. xxv. 34, 39. 
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